


Hello, my name is Manuel Villa and I’m a journalist for the Seattle Times. You are receiving this notice 
because we have requested data on all current and former employees covered by a state pension plan. 
The Times has received this same data for many years, but the Department of Retirement Services 
recently decided that you should know whenever someone requests it. As the state’s largest newspaper, 
we strive to hold government accountable, and we use large datasets to inform our work. For example, 
we have used this data in the past to analyze public stewardship of the pension system and local and 
state government. We also want you to know: 

-We are only seeking information that is public record under Washington state law. 

-We do not share or sell this data to third parties. 

-We do not publish dates of birth. 

-We store the data on secure, password-protected servers. 

Finally, should we ever see a need to publish anything about you in an article, we go to great lengths to 
contact everyone for comment prior to publication. If you have any questions, we would be happy to 
answer them. 

Sincerely, 

Manuel Villa 
Data Investigative Reporter | The Seattle Times 
mvilla@seattletimes.com 
(206) 464-2262 
 

*DRS makes no guarantee regarding the security of the information once in the hands of the Seattle 
Times, nor do we take any responsibility for how they use it. 


